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CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 3537 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CE 

SUB J : GSL PROMULGATES NEW EMERGENCY REGULATIONS 

1. SUMMARY: TWO NEW EMERGENCY REGULATIONS 
INTRODUCED ON DEC 21 PROHIBIT FORMATION OF 
PARA-MILITARY UNITS AND ANY PUBLIC QUESTIONING 
OF VALIDITY OF 1972 CONSTITUTION. FIRST MEASURE 

IS AIMED CLEARLY AT MRS BANDARANAIKE'S TROTSKYITE 
COALITION PARTNERS WHO HAVE LONG URGED ARMED 
"DEFENCE SQUADS" BUT WHOSE POTENTIAL FOR APPLYING 
PRESSURE FOR RADICAL ACTIONS ON PRIME MINISTER HAS 
NOW BEEN BROUGHT TO LIGHT BY MEMBERS OF HER PARTY 
AND BY SECURITY SERVICES. SECOND REGULATION AIMS 
AT FORESTALLING OPPOSITION CLAIM THAT UFG'S 
LEGITIMATE MANDATE RUNS OUT IN MAY 1975, THUS 
NULLIFYING ANY OBLIGATIONS ENTERED INTO THEREAFTER. 
GSL FEARS THAT SUCH CHARGE COULD JEOPARDIZE ITS 
PROSPECTS OF SECURING FOREIGN ASSISTANCE IF FURTHER 
PUBLICITY IS GIVEN THAT STAND. END SUMMARY. 

2. PRIME MINISTERS OFFICE ANNOUNCED ON DEC 21 
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INTRODUCTION WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT OF TWO NEW 
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EMERGENCY REGULATIONS AIMED AT PREVENTING "SUBVERSION". 

BOTH REFLECT PRESSURES ON MRS BAND ARAN AIKE, FROM 
OPPOSITE ENDS OF IDEOLOGICAL SPECTRUM. 

3. ONE NEW REGULATION PROHIBITS ORGANIZATION, 

CONDUCT, OR PARTICIPATION IN "MILITARY OR PARA- 
MILITARY EXERCISES" BY UNAUTHORIZED GROUPS. SEVERAL 
MINUSCULE, PROSCRIBED ULTRA-LEFT AS WELL AS FRINGE 
GROUPS ATTACHED TO OPPOSITION UNITED NATIONAL PARTY 
(UNP) ARE VARIOUSLY SAID BY ELEMENTS OF UNITED 
FRONT PRESS TO ADVOCATE FORMATION OF PARA-MILITARY 
WINGS. MUCH MORE SIGNIFICANTLY, HOWEVER, SLFP'S 
COALITION PARTNER, TROTSKYITE LANKA SAMA SAMAJA 
PARTY (LSSP. HAS LONG URGED ORGANIZATION AND 
ARMING OF WORKERS' "DEFENCE SQUADS", WHICH NEW 
DIREOIVES ARE CLEARLY AIMED AT PREVENTING. SO FAR 
THERE IS LITTLE EVIDENCE THAT ANY LSSP SQUADS HAVE 
BEEN FORMED, BUT THEIR POTENTIAL AS LSSP ADJUNCTS IN 
ANY CONFRONTATION WITH PRIME MINISTERS SRI LANKA 
FREEDOM PARTY (SLFP) HAS BEEN HIGHLIGHTED PUBLICLY 
IN SLFP PRESS AND PRIVATELY BY SECURITY SERVICES, 

WHICH AT PRESENT ENJOY MORE THAN USUAL ACCESS 

TO MRS. BANDARANAIKE. 

4. SECOND REGULATION PROHIBITS ANY QUESTIONING 
OUTSIDE PARLIAMENT AND COURTS OF VALIDITY OF 
SRI LANKA’S CONSTITUTION ADOPTED IN 1972. 

PREAMBLE TO NEW EMERGENCY REGULATIONS RAISES SPECTER 
OF "BREAKDOWN OF LAW AND ORDER" THROUGH ACTIONS 
"CALCULATED TO INCITE BOTH THE PUBLIC AND STATE 
OFFICERS" ARISING FROM DENIAL OF UFG'S "LEGAL 
AND CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY FROM AND AFTER MAY 
1975". UNP HAS LONG CLAIMED THAT HFG ARROGATION OF 
ITS CURRENT SEVEN-YEAR TERM VIOLATES ITS ORIGINAL 
1970-75 ELECTORAL MANDATE AND THUS INVALIDATES ANY 
ACTION OR OBLIGATION ENTERED INTO AFTER MAY 1975. 

UNP RENENTLY PLEDGED TO REPUDIATE SUCH OBLIGATIONS, 

REPORTEDLY LEADING UFG TO FEAR THAT PUBLICITY ON 
SUCH STAND COULD SERIOUSLY JEOPARDIZE SRI LANKA’S 
ABILITY TO SECURE ASSISTANCE AND CREDITS FROM 
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FOREIGN AND INTERNATIONAL LENDING AGENCIES. THIS 
PERCEPTION IS HELD BY SURPRISINGLY BROAD SPECTRUM 
OF POLITICAL OPINION AND HAS ALARMED GSL TO POINT 
LEADING IT TO PROMULGATE NEW REGULATION THREATENING 
ANY POLITICAL PARTY DENYING VALIDITY OF CONSTITUTION 
WITH SUPPRESSION AND CONFISCATION OF ITS ASSETS 

AND ITS SPOKESMEN WITH LEGAL ACTION AND LOSS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY. 
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5. AFTER ALMOST FIVE YEARS IN OFFICE, MRS. 

BANDARANAIKE KNOWS VERY WELL THAT SHE IS IN 
CHARGE OF REAL LEVERS OF POWER IN SRI LANKA AND, 

AS THIS LATEST EXERCISE DEMONSTRATES, SHE WILL 
NOT HESITATE TO FIGHT BACK WHEN PRESSURED BY 
CONFRONTATION TACTICS. BEYOND IMMEDIATE MOMENT. 

HOWEVER, NEW REGULATIONS ARM HER WITH YET ADDITIONAL 
AUTHORITY DECISIVELY TO COUNTER ANYONE'S INCLINATION 
TO STIR TROUBLE DURING ARDOUS TIMES THAT LIE AHEAD. 

BYRNE 
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